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real water, contained in a tank upon the stage, to recover
Julio, the son of the Marchioness of Calatrava, plunged
from a precipice into the river below on account of her
resistance to the passion of the Governor of Barcelona. It
was, what an afterpiece may very properly be, an ingenious
trick, surprising by its novelty. It was repeated forty times
during its first season. The second of these charmers was
one which secured us all originally in the nursery -y and
now, mingling mythology with Mother Goose, attracted
the largest second price to the theatre that had been known.
It was repeated fifty-four times during the season \ or, to
speak more correctly as well as favourably, between the
3rd of January and the nth of June. The third, a comedy
written by Mr. Cherry, and beautifully acted by Mrs.
Jordan, during its run on the first season, kept up by either
The Caravan or Cinderella^ brought in twenty nights' per-
formance the sum of /7544, 145. 6d. Thus, to use a
favourite expression of Mr. Kernble's, cas it happens for
ever In theatres, a lucky chance had turned up for them,'
and the Drury Lane people were not ruined, even with
Kemble and his brother Charles, Mrs. Siddons and her
most accomplished daughter-in-law, Braham, Incledon, and
Storace, all at Co vent Garden Theatre.

Here, though perhaps a little surprised, there was nothing
that either Mrs. Siddons or her brother could regret: it is
to the advantage of each theatre that its rival should flourish.
It shows a full tendency of the public mind to the species
of entertainment; the interest of the rivals forbids every-
thing like indolence; the best strength is put forth; the
sphere of attraction is enlarged. But the peculiar mania
which seized these Islands for the performances of Master
Betty is a thing quite unexampled in its extent, and his
measure of success was due only to the most consummate
excellence in the art. Unquestionably Mrs. Siddons in
the summer of 1802, when she acted Elvira at Belfast,
never suspected that she was then inspiring a mere child
with an irresistible passion for tragedy; and that in two
short years the most accomplished actor of the age was to
be eclipsed by this meteor, which dispensed with all our
usual attractions at both theatres__